
Elsewhere in YFC
British  YFC
The Board has appointed Neil O’Boyle to 
succeed Gavin Calver as National Director.
Neil is currently Vice President of Field 
Ministry with YFC International – a role 
which supports YFC staff and nations 
across the world in their mission to reach 
young people with the Good News of 
Jesus. Neil has a broad experience of YFC 
ministries, having been a Centre Director in 
Britain, National Director in the United Arab 
Emirates and Area Director for the Asia 
Pacific region. He has a clear passion and 
calling as an evangelist and as a leader of 
youth evangelism. 
Neil starts on 1st August 2015.  The previous 
Director, Gavin, took on a new role with 
the Evangelical Alliance at the beginning 
of June. Kathryn Delderfield, BYFC’s 

Operations Director, will act as interim team 
leader. 
Please do pray for Neil and Gavin and the 
whole movement of YFC as they enter this 
period of change. They are experiencing 
God’s amazing favour and want to continue 
to serve and support the excellent work of 
YFC Centres across Britain. Their prayer 
is that they will see a whole generation of 
British young people encounter the love 
and salvation of Jesus, and are very excited 
about what the LORD has in store for them!
Highlands & Islands YFC
HIYFC are still looking for a part time 
youth worker for Inverness High School. In 
addition, they need a replacement for Elaine, 
the youth worker at Fortrose Academy, who 
is now becoming a full time mum. Please 
pray for their continued search for the right 
people to fill these posts.
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Help us!
You can help us reach young people with 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Pray for 
us and the young people of the North East. 
Volunteer, working with young people or 
in background support. Give, in your will, 
a few pounds a month or a one-off. All 
makes a difference!

Welcome!
Alasdair Brownlee
(Chair, steering group)
James 2 14-26 stresses how 
important it is that faith results in deeds, that we 
need to produce fruit. But it also true that deeds 
without faith are worthless in God’s eyes. In 2 
Kings 20, all Hezekiah’s earthly achievements, 
including how he built the pool and the tunnel by 
which he brought water into the city, are simply 
sidelined in the Word, as we are referred to 

“the annals of the Kings of Judah”. 
Hezekiah’s erratic track record of 
following God, ends with  Isaiah’s 
prophecy to him that eventually the 
palace would be destroyed, and 
everything he held dear would be 
carried off to Babylon.  

To this end, all of us at NESYFC are aiming to 
ensure that, individually and collectively, we are 
rooted in Christ and the Word. We are working 
this into our forward strategy, and would 
appreciate the prayers of all you loyal supporters 
to uphold us, and keep us accountable to 
yourselves and God for everything we do.
Curtis our youth worker is nicely settled in, 
and is committed to the work in Tillydrone for 
the longer term. The team ministry in youth 
outreach work in this neighbourhood continues 
to grow, and already we are seeing results of 
young people coming closer to God. See the 
centre pages for a full report. Finally, some 
very happy news: our Director Steven Hamilton 
married Mhairi on June 11th. May Christ’s rich 
blessings be with them both!
All glory and thanks to God!

We need you!
Two ways you can help us reach young people with the Good News of Jesus...
Administrator
• Arranging meetings for Advisory Body, Steering Group and AGM, taking minutes.
• Acting as a point of contact for other NESYFC volunteers
• Helping to arrange special events such as Focus Scotland, ceilidhs etc.
• Checking phone, mail and e-mails for messages, and informing appropriate people.
• Liaison with National YFC on behalf of NESYFC over various issues needing their support.
• Voluntary basis, only 2 or 3 hours a week on average. Contact Alasdair, alasdair@brownlees.net
More Steering Group members
The Steering Group consists of six of us with a passion for reaching out to young people with the 
love and good news of Jesus Christ. We seek, with the Holy Spirit’s lead, to guide the focus of 
NESYFC, support our youth worker in Tillydrone, discern and if possible implement the ministry’s 
expansion, and look after the day-to-day management and operation of NESYFC. We believe that 
the Steering Group would benefit from fresh input in direction, fellowship and support in the ministry.
Do you have a heart for reaching young people as a whole, the North East, and our ongoing 
work in the Tillydrone area? Would you be willing to come on board to help us in reaching the 
upcoming generation? The time commitment would only be a few hours per month and lots 
of prayer. If you feel drawn to this ministry and want to find out more, please email Alasdair: 
alasdair@brownlees.net. 

Hank’s Panel
Our semi-regular chat with Hank, the bear engaged with the cage
Another great term has finished. I have enjoyed the events so far, using 
the cage in Ellon Academy, Cults Primary, Cults Academy, the Formartine 
Youth  Project, all of which have been brilliant - and I’m more than impressed watching the 
young guys footie skills: makes me want to come out of retirement!!! We are very excited to 
announce that we have received funding for our new floodlights, so we can use the cage in 
dark nights now! A big thank you to the Lord Provost’s charitable fund for making this possible!! 
A lot of exciting plans in the near future, taking the cage into Tillydrone on a regular basis in 
the evening and even a possibility of getting the cage into the local academy in lunch times. 
Exciting times.



2015 and beyond!
A catch up with Curtis on his first few months with NESYFC...
The first 6 months as the full-time YFC youth worker have 
flown by! I have greatly enjoyed all aspects of the job. There is 
a great network of support from NESYFC and I have loved the 
opportunities this job has given me so far. Most of the work I have 
been doing is based in and around the Tillydrone area, through 
projects and outreaching the wider community.
School pastoring 
I have been school pastoring at St Machar 
academy joined by a small team of 
volunteers going into the school within the 
kids lunch hour, getting to know the pupils, 
making sure everyone is okay and really just 
being a point of contacts for the kids if they 
have any worries or concerns during the 
school day. There is also a lunch club that is 
run that gives the youngsters an opportunity 
to have a social time and play games. I 
enjoy beating them on the rare occasion!!!! 
I have also been blessed and encouraged 
through seeing the change in one of the 
young people who attends the lunch club 
regularly. Previous to the lunch club much 
of these kids felt isolated, and through the 
school pastoring and being given a chance 
to interact with the kids many of them come 
in to our lunch club and now have built 
friendships and we have a seen much of 
these guys flourish in confidence!  
Lighthouse
The Lighthouse is a charity that helps to support individuals 
physically, emotionally and spiritually. Their main base is in the 
heart of the Tillydrone community. I helped start up a drop in lunch 
club for the pupils at the St Machar academy which consists of a 
pool table, table tennis, TriVolle (which is a new game the kids love, 
it is a YFC original game!). Through this there have been fantastic 
opportunities to build good relationships and have a fantastic time 
every week. As well as the regular games we also have special 
one off competitions, for example we had a spicy food contest. 
This occurred after a debate amongst the guys during the lunch 
club. Naturally, it was a walk in the park for me being half Armenian 
haha! The lunch club is a blessing every week to be able to give 

the kids a safe and social place to hang out. 
Also through the Lighthouse I help out at TNT which happens at 
The Mission church once a month. It is a project that reaches out 
to the community and provides food and drinks as well as a place 
of worship and Bible teachings!
Riverbank Primary Football
I was really excited about getting involved with helping out 
coaching the Riverbank primary school as I have a passion for 
football and the development of young aspiring footballers. It’s 
great that the current coaches have the same enthusiasm for the 

game and they have been brilliant with the 
young guys before and since I came. We 
have seen a massive improvement in the 
kids not just on the field but off the field also. 
Through being part of the team the kids have 
learned how to  respect the coaches as well 
as their opponents/referees, how to work 
within a team, and how to face challenges. 
No matter what the score line is we continue 
to coach them in a way that when they 
continue on to academy they have not only 
become better footballers but also gained 
important life skills, values and have learnt 
to treat everyone how they would want to be 
treated! 
The Samuel trust
I work alongside the Samuel trust twice a 
week! SAMS Seaton is an after school club 
for primary age children that is based at 

Seaton primary school. The session lasts an hour and is based 
on Christian teaching. There is a lot of food, fun and teaching had 
by all! The children that attend are always enthusiastic, especially 
at remembering the Bible verse (although knowing they get a 
sweetie if they do remember may be what spurs them along ha!).  
To celebrate the summer holidays, we took a trip to Garthdee dry 
ski slope and went tubing. I think it might be fair to say the adults 
were more excited than the kids - but fantastic fun had by all!
SAMs+ is based within The Mission church and it is a lunch time 
club for St Machar pupils. We provide food and drinks and explore 
relevant and current issues today with the help of the Bible. Much 
of this is done through discussions in a relaxed atmosphere. It has 
been great to see the impact this has been having on the kids and 
pray the level of attendance will continue to grow! 

Future projects
My home church Destiny Aberdeen have recently moved into a 
new building in Tillydrone. Within a short time there have been 
outreaches to the community through various projects such as food 
banks, growth groups, weekly Bible college and recovery church, 
which is for anyone in the community struggling with any kind of 
addiction. With the space available in the church building there is 
a possibility of a youth club being started. I would be involved with 
this helping to reach the young people of this community through 
giving a cool and relaxed hang out spot, with Bible teachings, 
games (pool, Table tennis, TriVolle, XBox etc), and pizza!! 
Hopefully within the near future I will be befriending a young person. 
This will be done in conjunction with the Lighthouse project. I will 
be befriending a young person with similar interests and hobbies 
as myself. I will spent a couple of hours with them weekly. Through 
this I hope to make an impact within their life and be a person of 
support if that is needed.
TLG (transforming lives for good) will be based within Riverbank 
primary. Teachers within the school choose someone that they 
think will benefit from this mentoring and social interaction. It 
happens within school hours through one to one session once a 
week and looking similar to befriending but inside the school and 
helping them in out in any way that we can!

Prayer
• Thanks for the team ministry in Tillydrone
• Thanks for Curtis, and his gifts in 

reaching young people
• Thanks for continued provision for NESYFC’s 

ministry with young people
• Pray that we all support Curtis fully in his work
• Pray for guidance on the way forward, with 

possible new initiatives.
• Pray for young people of Tillydrone, that they might 

come to know Jesus
• Pray for our young volunteers – those moving on, 

and the new ones we hope to bring in.
• Pray that new blood will come in to strengthen the 

Steering Group.
• Thanks for the young people who have recently 

made commitments of faith

Mark Richmond and Amy Cordiner from 
the lighthouse, with Curtis (right)


